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background, though he had deplored what he
had perceived to be the shallow and transitory
elements in Wolsey's recent foreign campaign,
had been partially responsible for his dignified
behaviour over the slippery Maximilian, and had
warmly approved the " Balance of Power " that
Wolsey had done so much to establish. Now he
was coming to the fore as an advocate of the Lord
Chancellor's projected reformation of ecclesiastical
affairs. A Cardinal Archbishop in the Lord
Chancellor's seat would not greatly have pleased
More's sense of spiritual fitness, but the sight of a
Cardinal Archbishop trying to reform grave abuses
in the Church was more to his liking. The Church
at that time was, as we have seen, choked with
avarice and undermined in spiritual power by a
condition of shocking immorality ; but a new
growth that was going to convulse Europe had,
after several preliminary crises, settled down into
a steady cancer, and that was the growth of
heresy.

This brings us at once into the vexed realm of
religious persecution ; and it will help in the
consideration of much that is to come, as well as
shedding light upon the character of Wolsey
and Sir Thomas More, if we pause for a moment
and reflect upon the policy of statesmen of those
days. In the first place, religious persecution was
practised and tolerated in all European countries
alike. In the days of the later Stuarts its legitim-
acy began to be disputed in much the same way